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2020-21 Phase Three: Executive Summary for Schools

Martin County High School officially opened its doors on August 8, 2019. The high 
school was formerly known as Sheldon Clark High School. All of the former staff 
made the transition from the Sheldon Clark High School to Martin County High 
School, which is now located in a 35 million dollar facility on Hollybush Road in Inez, 
KY. The new building has many additions that the former high school did not. The 
school has an auditorium, robotics lab, maker space, computer lab, student lounge, 
2,200 seat gymnasium, outdoor classroom and student courtyard, and broadcasting 
room. Opening in August 2020, was the Martin County High Area Technical Center 
which was added to the Martin County High School. The two story addition houses 
programs in Electricity, Auto Mechanics, Allied Health, Business Management, 
Information Technology, and one additional workspace. The students will no longer 
have to be bused to the ATC building. Martin County High School is located in 
Martin County, Kentucky. The county seat is Inez and is located in the Eastern part 
of Kentucky in the beautiful foothills of Appalachia. The main employer was the coal 
industry but with the decline in the mining, the local economy has suffered several 
serious blows. At its height in the mid to late 1970's, the poverty rate had fallen to 
27% and the per capita income had increased to 80% of the national average (up 
from 46%in 1970). At the start 21st century, we saw a collapse of the coal industry 
which has devastated the Martin County economy. Martin County's poverty rate has 
skyrocketed with the decline of the coal industry- 70% of the students qualify for 
free/reduced lunch. There has been a population loss of -5.9% and only 8.2% of the 
population holds a post-secondary degree. A number of interconnected issues 
affect Martin County residents' ability to move out of poverty- Declining coal 
industry- very limited employment opportunities, lack of skills and training- to find 
jobs and keep the job which are available, the effects of multi-generational poverty, 
and remote location. There are not many opportunities for Martin County residents 
to have recreational or cultural (museums, performing arts, shopping, and 
educational) opportunities. The population is approximately 12,000 and is in steady 
decline. This is reflected in the high school population, ten years ago the high school 
averaged 650 students, the population on November 12, 2020 is 510. As a result of 
the decline the Martin County School District has only one high school, one middle 
school, and three elementary schools that service 1,855 students. 98.54% of 
students are white. The lack of economic opportunity cause many students to 
graduate and leave the county. Many do not return once they complete post 

. Describe the school's size, community/communities, location, and changes it has 
experienced in the last three years. Include demographic information about the students, 
staff, and community at large. What unique features and challenges are associated with 
the community/communities the school serves? 
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secondary degrees. Whether our students/parents who live in poverty have little 
value for education or are afraid of losing their families; these beliefs have a 
negative impact on parent-school relations. This is demonstrated by low attendance 
in parent involvement activities, despite repeated strategies to involve them. Martin 
County is plagued by poor infrastructure. Many students do not have access to the 
internet. Where there is internet, it is not high speed access needed for distance 
learning. This has proven to be a problem for the non-traditional instruction days 
(NTI). On March 13, 2020, the Governor ordered school closings due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and in-school classes were ceased in order to stop the spread 
of germs and to contain the novel corona virus. Social distancing was implemented 
and therefore NTI was utilized to provide instruction and services to students for 
the remainder of the 19/20 school year. Many students did not have access to 
necessary resources to continue a quality education. The poor utility infrastructure 
of Martin County has also caused school to be cancelled at times. Water and power 
outages affect school days. Several days of school are missed each year due to 
weather events and utility infrastructure outages. During a traditional school year, 
students miss instruction days due to inclement weather. Inclement weather causes 
many mountainous roads to be unsafe for buses. Academically, the school has seen 
success and regression. In 2016-2017, the percent scoring in the Proficient and 
Distinguished range was : Writing- 64.5%, English 10- 50.4%, Algebra II 46.2%, 
Biology- 23%, and US History- 45.2%. Sheldon Clark's 2016-2017 graduation rate 
was 98.3%. SCHS had an 18.7 overall composite on the ACT for the 2016-2017 
school year, which is below the state average of 19.8. Only 31.7% of our students 
met the mathematics benchmark, 41.5% of our students met the English 
benchmark, and 48% of our students met the reading benchmark. According to the 
2017-2018 ACT results, Sheldon Clark had an overall composite average of 17.5, 
which is slightly below our 2016-2017 composite of 18.7, with an average score of 
16.5 in English, 17.4 in Math, and 18 in Reading. The following percentage of 
students met reading, math, and English benchmarks for the 2017-2018 school 
year: • Reading- 33.9% (lower than the 49.2% in 2016-2017) • Math- 25% (lower than 
the 31.7% in 2016-2017) • English- 33.9% (lower than the 42.5% in 2016-2017) 22.3% 
of all students who took the 2017-2018 ACT met the ACT benchmarks in reading, 
math, and English, which is below the number of students who met the 2016-2017 
ACT benchmarks of 48%. According to the 2017-2018 Accountability Results, 
Sheldon Clark received a proficiency indicator of 49.1% for all students. The reading 
index for all students was a 52.5, while the math index was a 45.6. Sheldon Clark 
decreased in the percentage of students scoring in the proficient and distinguished 
range in both reading and math. Only 35% of all students scored in the proficient 
and distinguished range in the area of reading, while only 24.8% of all students 
scored proficient or distinguished in the area of math. 29.6% of the free and 
reduced population scored in the proficient and distinguished range in reading, and 
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19.5% of the free and reduced population scored in the proficient and distinguished 
range in math. 16.7% of the students with disabilities scored in the proficient and 
distinguished range in reading, while 3.6% of the students with disabilities scored in 
the proficient and distinguished range in math. In the area of science, 20.3% of 
students scored in the proficient or distinguished range (Based on ACT). In 
2018-2019 Accountability results, 52.3% of the students were Proficient/ 
Distinguished in Reading and Math which is up 3.2% from the prior year. 58.4% of 
all students were Proficient/Distinguished in Reading, 25% of all students were 
Proficient/ Distinguished in Math, 24.4% of all students were Proficient/ 
Distinguished in Science, 56.7% of the students were Proficient/Distinguished in On 
Demand Writing. On the ACT in 2018-2019ACT Composite Average was 17.3. 46% 
met the English Benchmark of 18. 46% met the Reading Benchmark of 20.25% met 
the Math Benchmark of 19. In 2019-2020, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, K- 
PREP testing did not occur and we have no student data for this school year except 
for the junior ACT. The average ACT composite for the Junior ACT was 17.3, Math 
was 17.0, and Reading was 16.7. These scores are lower than the previous year. 
There are 32 certified teachers, 4 ELA teachers, 5 Math, 3 Social Studies, 4 Science, 5 
PLVS (Health/PE, JAG KY, Culinary Arts, JROTC), 3 Arts and Humanities (Music, Art, 
World Language), 7 special education teachers (SLD, EBD, FMD, Hearing Impaired), 1 
Other (Credit Recovery & In-School Suspension-ISS). 1 Principal, 1 Assistant 
Principal, 1Counselor, 1 Special Education Coordinator/Counselor, 1 PBIS Coach, .5 
School Psychologist. Two other areas of note- 1. Martin County has a full time Youth 
Resource Center coordinator and assistant to help meet the needs of our low 
income students. 2. There is also a very close relationship with the Area Technology 
Center which has been instrumental in assisting the high school in preparing 
students for technical transition readiness.

 

Moving into a new state-of-art facility in August 2019, Sheldon Clark High School 
became Martin County High School. Stakeholders including staff, students, parents 
and community members met on varying occasions to go through the process of 
developing a new vision, mission and motto for MCHS. It is all stakeholder's utmost 
concern that MCHS graduates are prepared to become contributing and productive 
citizens in a society that is now global and continuously changing. High expectations 
are set for all students, faculty and staff. With that in mind, we knew that not all 
students continue their education but they do face life and some type of career that 
will no doubt challenge them. With all this in mind our vision, mission and motto 
was written, revised and finally adopted by all stakeholders. The newly adopted 

. Provide the school's purpose statement and ancillary content such as mission, vision, 
values, and/or beliefs. Describe how the school embodies its purpose through its 
program offerings and expectations for students. 
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mission statement is "We will provide a high-quality learning environment in order 
to empower and encourage ALL students to be successful citizens in an ever- 
changing world." The new vision statement is "Preparing ALL students for 
tomorrow's challenges...Life, College, Career." The newly adopted motto is "Prepare 
today for success tomorrow." All MCHS students are offered pathways to varied 
careers through our many career and technical education (CTE) programs. Students 
are also offered multiple dual-credit and AP opportunities to earn college credit 
while still in high school. The dual-credit and work-ready scholarships offered 
through KHEAA is used to the fullest extent having multiple post secondary 
agreements for dual-credit in place. An agreement with Morehead State provide 
students with the opportunity to take additional courses beyond their two course 
limit. We have qualified faculty within our building to provide these classes. Acting 
as adjunct faculty affords our students this opportunity. Students have the 
opportunity to graduate with 51 credit hours of college credit through our three 
college partners- Morehead State University, Big Sandy Community and Technical 
College, Kentucky Christian University (KCU) and Eastern Kentucky University. A 
nationally recognized Jobs for Kentucky and America's Graduates programs as well 
as internships and work-based learning programs provide students with 21st 
century job seeking and job keeping skills. Partnerships with varying workforce 
development agencies, notably East Kentucky Concentrated Employment Program 
(EKCEP) provides all seniors training on Skills Everybody Needs to Succeed in 
Employment (Work S.E.N.S.E.) and Ethics S.E.N.S.E. Partnerships with Southeast 
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce recognizes seniors who have met stringent 
requirements in attendance, punctuality, behavior, academic performance, 
reliability and dependability with the Work Ethic Award. In 2018-2019, Sheldon Clark 
High School had the largest number of recipients in the Southeast KY region. An 
active art, music and drama program provide students many opportunities to 
develop skills in performing arts. MCHS strives to develop well-rounded students 
that are prepared for success in life.

 

The Martin County Cardinals have distinguished themselves during the 2019-2020 
school year in many ways. On the basketball court, our Boys Basketball Team were 
the 57th District Champions and 15th Region Champions. Five members of our boys 
basketball team were also named to the All Region Team- Trey James, Brady 
Dingess, Jordan Dalton, Braxton Maynard, and Ethan Smith-Mills. Brady Dingess was 
also the 15th Region MVP and Coach Jason James was the 15th Region Coach of the 
year. Our Lady Cardinal Basketball Team were the 57th District Champs and 

. Describe the school's notable achievements and areas of improvement in the last three 
years. Additionally, describe areas for improvement that the school is striving to achieve 
in the next three years. 
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Madison Thompson was named to the 15th Region Team. The Martin County High 
Academic Team were District Runner-Ups in Governor's Cup Competition. At 
Regional Governor's Cup the team placed 4th Overall, with the Quick Recall team 
placing 3rd, Colin Horn placing 4th in Science, and Ethan Alexander placing 4th in 
Math. At the State Beta convention, many Cardinals qualified for the National 
Convention they were Vincent Lawson 4th Social Studies, Ethan Alexander 2nd 
Math, Isabella Carabello 4th Poetry, Hannah Rosensteel 5th Fiber Arts, Arianna 
Fletcher 1st Jewelry, 5th Recyclable Art, Victoria Jude 2nd Drawing. Our JAG Kentucky 
program is a consistent winner. During the 2019-2020 school year they won many 
awards they were- JAG NATIONAL 2ND PLACE PROJECT BASED LEARNING 
SHOWCASE—Carson Hanson and Lakyn Porter, JAG NATIONAL 3rd PLACE PUBLIC 
SPEAKING—Lauren Horn, JAG KY STATE 1ST PLACE PROJECT BASED LEARNING 
SHOWCASE—Carson Hanson and Lakyn Porter, JAG KY STATE 1st PLACE 
EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION—Mallory Davis, JAG KY STATE 1ST PLACE EMPLOYMENT 
INTERVIEW—Katie Ward, JAG KY STATE 1ST PLACE TELEPHONE TECHNIQUES— 
Carson Hanson, JAG KY STATE 2nd PLACE DECISION MAKING TEAM—Lauren Horn, 
Levi McCoy, Matt Fitch, JAG KY STATE 2nd PLACE SCRAPBOOK—Kristen Isaac, Lakyn 
Horn, Jessi Perry, Marrisa Preece, JAG KY STATE 2ND PLACE SERVICE LEARNING 
PROJECT—Martin County High School. Our MCHS Art Club had wonderful show at 
the Regional Art Competition. The MCHS Newspaper Sculpture Team won 1st place. 
Gideon Moore placed first in films, Victoria Jude place first in drawing, and Bethany 
Davis place first in graphic design- all three of these students qualified for the state 
competition. Our Band program had four students- Maicee Harless, Alexis Hensley, 
Lauryn Pope, and Vincent Lawson qualify for Morehead Band Clinic. The Choir 
program had ten students to make All District Choir. The boys' and girls' soccer 
teams had an outstanding year in 2019-2020. The following students made the All 
Region Boys' Soccer Team- Joshua Gauze, Colby Barker, Nathan Frey, Isaiah 
Zuidema, Ethan Frey, and Bobby Hale. The following girls made the All Region Girls' 
Soccer Team- Kaitlyn Gauze, Julia Pinson, Katelyn Jude, and Paige Maynard. We are 
striving to comprehensively improve the whole school. We strive to improve 
academic achievement by targeting those students who may be lacking skills 
necessary to achieve. We do this by identifying students who are struggling in class 
and offering them tutoring, mentoring, and extra academic support. For social and 
emotional well being, we are constantly looking for ways to help connect us with 
our students. The COVID pandemic has caused much mental health issues in our 
students and faculty. We are searching for ways to help ease this burden and get 
students services that are much needed. We are searching for ways to encourage 
good behaviors. We utilize a PBIS program and have an onsite coordinator to help 
with behavior management. Educating the whole child is a goal for Martin County 
High School and we continually endeavor to met the ALL the needs of our students.
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N/A-Not a CSI or TSI School
 

The school also has a presence on social media as a means of communicating with 
the parents and community. School administrators use it as an announcement 
board for important announcements. We also use it to celebrate the success of our 
students. The Facebook page is public and allows comments but not posts. Posts 
are only allowed by school administrators. The Facebook page is simply entitled, 
Martin County High School.

 

. CSI/TSI Schools (including ATSI) Only: Describe the procedures used to create 
the school's improvement plan and briefly state the specific efforts to address the causes 
of low student performance and resource inequities.  
 

. Provide any additional information you would like to share with the public and 
community that were not prompted in the previous sections. 
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School Mission

School Vision

Vision Mission Motto

Attachment Name Description Associated Item(s)
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•  
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